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Organizations around the World Join Together to Raise Awareness on  

the Benefits of Compost and Organics Recycling during 

 International Compost Awareness Week, May 3 – 9, 2020 

 
 

A natural affiliation of organizations around the world have banded together to increase the decibel 

level on the importance of organics recycling and the use of compost to help regenerate the health 

of our soils and soften the impact of human activity on our planet. With choruses of “Soil Loves 

Compost” and “For the Love of the Earth”, International Compost Awareness Week (ICAW) will 

be celebrated from May 3 – 9, although this year in a more individual and personal way, reflective 

of the times and circumstances in which all are living. 

Now in its 25th International Anniversary year, International Compost Awareness Week (ICAW), 

the largest and most comprehensive education initiative of the compost industry, transcends 

political and cultural boundaries to encourage ever-greater organics residuals recycling and compost 

use, buoyed by the following facts and benefits:  

- The use of landfill space and incineration can be reduced by at least one-third when organics 

are recycled. Focused attention on recycling organic residuals is key to achieving high waste 

diversion rates. 

- Methane, a greenhouse gas twenty-five times as powerful as carbon dioxide, can be 

significantly reduced through the recycling of organics instead of their being landfilled. 

- Soil health and productivity is dependent on organic matter in the form of compost or humus 

to provide the sustenance for the biological diversity in the soil. Plants depend on this to 

convert materials into plant-available nutrients and to keep the soil well-aerated. Additional 

benefits include the reduced need for pesticide usage to ward off soil-borne and other plant 

diseases. 

 

  
               



- Compost when used in water quality projects, bind pollutants to the organics material and 

prevents them from entering our lakes, wetlands, streams and rivers. Soil erosion is 

mitigated and water-holding capacity improved through compost’s enhancement of soil 

structure which helps bind soil particles together.  

- Compost offers a significant answer to climate change mitigation.  Compost’s return to the 

soil serves as a “carbon bank,” helping to store carbon thereby removing it from the 

atmosphere. 

 

Traditionally, throughout the week of ICAW, community and business events and programs are 

held to encourage and celebrate the recycling of organics. This year, reflective of the need for social 

distancing, people will be promoting ICAW through social media, emails, online workshops, and 

alternative ways to reach out to the public. 

 
Fundamentally, the celebrations are to encourage the individual caring act of recycling organic 

residuals, be it in a backyard compost bin, through programs at work, within a neighborhood, with 

the help of on-site as well as centralized composting. And, to complete the circle, whether getting 

the vegetable garden at home or farm fields ready for the growing season ahead in northern lands or 

putting them to rest after a season of harvests in the south, International Compost Awareness Week 

encourages adding compost to soil to improve its organic matter content, of fundamental 

importance to soil health and productivity.  

International Compost Awareness Week International Partners 

Working together to promote ICAW, these international partners are coming together throughout 

the world to broaden the understanding of compost use and promote awareness of the recycling of 

organic residuals. Contacts are below for each country participating in ICAW. 

 

Dr. Stefanie Siebert       Percy Foster  

Executive Director          Chief Executive  

EUROPEAN COMPOST NETWORK      CRE (Composting & Anaerobic Digestion   

ECN e.V Im Dohlenbruch 11       Association of Ireland)  

44795 Bochum (Germany)      PO Box 135  

T. +49 (0) 234 - 438 94 47                     Enfield, County Meath, Ireland  

F: (0) 234 - 438 94 48                    T: 00353 (0) 86 8129260 

info@compostnetwork.info                     percy@cre.ie                    

 www.compostnetwork.info       www.cre.ie    

  

Peter Olah          Frank Franciosi 

National Executive Officer      Executive Director 

Australian Organics Recycling                                     Composting Council Research &   

Association Ltd (AORA)       Education Foundation (CCREF) 

PO Box 585         P.O. Box 19246 

Hove, SA 5048                             Raleigh, NC 27619                   

ABN 17 158 19736                             USA  

T:  +61 458 404 898        T: 301-897-2715        
Peter@aora.org.au                                                    ffranciosi@compostingcouncil.org 
www.aora.org.au                                                          www.compostfoundation.org 

                     

http://www.aora.org.au/
http://www.compostfoundation.org/


Susan Antler          Massimo Centemero 

 Executive Director                    Managing Director 

The Compost Council of Canada                  Italian Composting and Biogas Association 

16 Northumberland Street        Piazza san Bernardo, 109 

Toronto ON M6H 1P7 Canada                                      Rome, Italy 00187 

T: 1-416-535-0240       T: +39 0363 301503 

santler@compost.org        centemero@compost.it 

www.compost.org         www.saveorganicsinsoil.org     

 

Veronika Jarolimova        

Ministry of Environment     David Garrett 

Vršovicka 1442/65     Sustainability Communities Manager 

Praha 10, 100 10       Garden Organics 

Czech Republic     United Kingdom 

T: +420 267 122 289     T: 02476217742 

www.mzp.cz        www.gardenorganic.org.uk 

veronika.jarolimova@mzp.cz    dgarrett@gardenorganic.org 
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http://www.compost.org/
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